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Insights
into

the Holy Land 

Father Jeremy
HARRINGTON

elcome to the new Holy Land Review, a Franciscan Journal of Faith, Cul-
ture and Archaeology for the English-speaking world. To more effective-
ly offer insights into the many dimensions of the Holy Land, its peo-
ple and the ministry of the Franciscans, Custos Pierbattista Piz-
zaballa, O.F.M., decided to take a new approach. The smaller
publication Holy Land was discontinued with the Autumn
2006 issue. The Holy Land Review will be published four
times a year from the Franciscan Monastery, Washington,
D.C., in close cooperation with the Italian Terrasanta,
headquartered in Milan. 

It’s been 60 years since the Dead Sea scrolls were dis-
covered.  Scholars from the Studium Biblicum Fran-
ciscanum (the Faculty of Biblical Sciences and Ar-
chaeology of the Pontifical Uni-
versity “Antonianum”) bring
us up to date on what we
have learned and on
questions that
remain.  Was Qumran an Essene communi-
ty?  If so, was there any Christian connec-
tion?  Is the Khirbet Qumran excavation di-
rectly related to the Essene community?
What have the scrolls revealed about
our Old Testament?  

We meet personalities like Franciscan
Stanislao Loffreda, who discovered
the village of St. Peter in Caper-
naum and Archbishop Pietro
Sambi, former papal represen-
tative in Jerusalem and now
papal nuncio to the United
States. He tells of his love
and hopes for the Holy
Land. In addition, you
will find in this issue
book reviews, columns
and important news
from the Holy Land.

We invite your reader-
ship, your ideas and
comments, and your
subscription. Peace! 
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